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 Summer is finally here and a sigh of relief and cheers of jubilation were 

heard in the halls. Enjoy this final issue of the 2013-2014 school year. 

 

HHHAAALLLLLL    OOOFFF    AAACCCAAADDDEEEMMMIIICCC    EEEXXXCCCEEELLL LLLEEENNNCCCEEE    222000111444    
Connor Moore & Mia Popenhagen 

 

 With three years of middle school behind them, a group of outstanding 

students were named to the Hobart Middle School Hall of Academic Excellence. 
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According to Mrs. Warren, the Hall of Academic Excellence was established 

three years ago to honor the top students with the highest grade point average 

in the school and is modeled after the Hall of Scholars at the high school. The 

Hall gives top students a much-deserved place in HMS history. Their pictures will 

be displayed in the Hall of Excellence permanently with the previous recipients of 

this honor. 

 A banquet to honor these students was held May 14th at Hobart High 

School. Each student attended with his or her family and invited a teacher who 

influenced his or her life in a positive way. This year’s Hall of Academic 

Excellence honorees and invited teachers were Cassidy Belk (Mrs. Patterson), 

Star Chiang (Mr. Stoelb), Claire Dumbauld (Mr. Swanson), Zack Fattore (Mrs. 

Burger), Adisan Funke 

(Mr. Marsh), Amie 

Gresham (Mrs. Neeley), 

Sophie Jancich (Mrs. 

Mast), Samantha Meyer 

(Ms. Lams), Paige Nestich 

(Mrs. Wettstein), 

Melodye Niksich (Mrs. 

Kietzman), Nadia 

Polizotto (Mrs. 

Rehlander), Aleena Popp (Ms. Shurr), Mia Solivais (Ms. Gray), Megan Zakutansky 

(Mrs. Maxwell), Mikayla Zakutansky (Miss Jolliff), and Emily Zanolla (Miss Smith). 

 

ISTEP – What’s Next? 
Noah Gniadek & Karlie Vahary 

 

You know those dreadful weeks of the year. The state test? 

Istep! Mrs. Orchard and the Guidance Department spend hours planning, 

scheduling, rescheduling, and packing up these tests. From the perspectives of 

the guidance office, we did great job on ISTEP.  Even better they thought the 

teachers worked hard on getting their students prepared. They said they think 

students did really well. They think overall the school did really well. They liked 

the way some students did not get stressed. They thought some teachers worked 

students really hard because of their concern. stress, but overall we did a 

fantastic job on ISTEP. However, the state is busy changing everything: the 

standards, the test next year, and possibly again the following year. Don’t worry; 

we’ll be ready! 
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222000111444   
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Artists Chosen to Compete 
 

    Three artists from HMS 

were selected to participate 

in the State Finals of the 

Juried Exhibition of Violin 

Art Work. Young artists are 

invited to create art work 

based on the sensations and 

feelings elicited when 

listening to violin music. We 

are very proud of these girls 

– Allie Bordowitz, Makala 

Jones, and Autumn Whitaker. 
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IIIttt’’’sss   NNNeeevvveeerrr   EEEaaasssyyy   tttooo   SSSaaayyy   GGGooooooddd---bbbyyyeee!!!   
   

MMMrrrsss...   RRRaaakkkoooccczzzyyy    
RRRiiiccchhhaaarrrddd   GGGooonnnzzzaaallleeesss   &&&   TTTooonnnyyy   RRRiiivvveeerrraaa   

   
 My partner, Tony, and I 

both talked to Mrs. Rakoczy 

and asked why she was 

retiring. She said that she was 

retiring because she wants to spend more time 

with her grandchildren. (Reason Rating: 20/20 – 

great reason to retire!) 

We, also, asked her why she even became an 

art teacher. She said that she became an art 

teacher because when she was in junior high, she 

enjoyed the freedom and the chance to be 

creative. She wanted to share that with her 

students. “Art is all around us; all we have to do 

is realize that and take advantage of it.” (Quote 

by Mrs. Rakoczy) 

History of her career as an art teacher: Saint Bridget School → (Old) 

Middle School → (New) Middle School. 

We asked Mrs. Rakoczy what she loves. She said that she loves working at 

the middle school, water coloring, and pen/ink drawing. We also asked, “What do 

you love the most?”  

She replied, “I love the faculty and the friends that I have made here. I 

consider them family and I love them.”  
 

Facts: 1.) Enforces that you should improve 

academically. 

   2.) Her passion for art goes beyond 

normal people or artists. 

   3.) She may have favorites, but she loves 

all types of art. 

   

TTThhhuuunnndddeeerrr   CCCaaavvveee      AAArrrttt   kkkaaaccchhhiiinnnaaasss...   
MMMeeegggaaannn   MMMoooooorrreee,,,   KKKaaayyylllyyynnn   VVVaaahhhaaarrryyy   aaannnddd   KKKaaarrrlll iiieee   VVVaaahhhaaarrryyy   
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MMMrrrsss...   NNNiiimmmeeetttzzz   
JJJooorrrdddaaannn   SSShhhooooookkk   aaannnddd   SSSaaabbbrrriiinnnaaa   BBBlllaaaccckkk   

   
Well, kids, the best teacher at the school is 

leaving, but you're in luck… Sabrina and I got an 

exclusive interview with Mrs. Nimetz.  

In 1972, Mrs. Nimetz started teaching at 

Hobart. We asked her some questions about her life as 

a PE teacher. We asked her why she wanted to be a PE 

teacher, and her response was that she enjoys being fit 

and active. She also likes sports. Her favorite thing 

about teaching is that she loves kids and the things 

they do in PE like roller skating and dodge ball. She said 

there is nothing she doesn’t like about what she does 

We asked what she was going to miss the most, and guess what she is going 

to miss – the kids and staff the most out of everything. 

When asked why she retired because she is SO 

young! She is retiring because her husband is in his 

60’s. She also would like to travel and enjoy her 

grandson. 

A final quote from Mrs. Nimetz, “I have always 

enjoyed teaching, the students, the staff and the 

administrators.” 

 

 

RRRooolllllleeerrrbbblllaaadddiiinnnggg   iiinnn   GGGyyymmm   
DDDeeessstttaaa   BBBiiilllyyy   &&&   MMMeeerrrqqquuurrriiieee   SSSaaagggeee   

 

In May, Hobart Middle school PE classes 

started rollerblading in gym. In this one week, the students 

learned how to stop, turn, and go forward. They also 

learned how the safety gear works and what to do when they 

fall. For the students who couldn’t skate well on their own, 

they could use things to hold onto while skating. Rollerblading 

isn’t just getting physical education; it’s having fun. While 

skating, students get to listen to music! 
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IIIttt ’’’sss   aaa   “““MMMuuurrrdddeeerrr   MMMyyysssttteeerrryyy!!!”””   
   

On May 27th, students in one of Mrs. 

Albertin’s classes participated in an in-school field 

trip. Students had been working on a forensic 

science/ghost story unit in class. As a culmination 

of the unit, students participated in a murder 

mystery dinner during their 3rd and 4th hour 

classes. Students and faculty members played the 

parts while students used 

what they learned in the unit 

to determine the guilty cast 

member. It was a wonderful 

example of using what was 

learned in 

class and 

applying it to 

a “real-life” 

mystery. 
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BBBaaannnddd   aaannnddd   CCChhhoooiiirrr   SSStttuuudddeeennntttsss   CCCooommmpppeeettteee   
 

 Several students in 

choir and band competed 

in the Solo and Ensemble 

competition. The 

members of the band 

earned an impressive 33 

Gold and two Silver 

medals. 

 Emalia Popenhagen 

(piano solo), Jenna 

Yarrito (vocal), Jhaida 

Barbera (vocal), Jaala 

Louvierre (vocal), and 

Noelani Howland (vocal) earned Gold medals for their individual performances. 

The vocal group of Jhaida Barbera, Jaaha Louvierre, Abigail Leonard, and Jenna 

Yarrito earned Gold as did the HMS Wolfkins. 
 

CCCooolllllleeegggeee   aaannnddd   CCCaaarrreeeeeerrr   OOOppptttiiiooonnnsss   
 

666ttthhh   GGGrrraaadddeee   CCCooolllllleeegggeee   TTTrrriiippp   
SSSaaabbbrrriiinnnaaa   DDDeeennnnnniiieee   

 

On March 21, 2014, the sixth graders went on a field trip to Purdue North 

Central in Westville, IN. The campus was absolutely beautiful and it was an 

amazing day to do this activity as well as beautiful weather. The campus was very 

promising and is very close to Hobart. In the college the classrooms aren’t that 

much different from the classrooms that we have now! Many clubs and activities 

are included in this amazing educational experience! For example, some of the 

clubs include karate, fishing, student council, fine arts, and sewing. The 6th 

graders sure did have an amazing adventure with this incredible school!! Hopefully 

the rest of the 6th graders in the future will enjoy it as much as we did. 
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777ttthhh   GGGrrraaadddeee   VVViiisssiiittt   IIIvvvyyy   TTTeeeccchhh   aaannnddd   ttthhheee   PPPooorrrttteeerrr   CCCooouuunnntttyyy   CCCaaarrreeeeeerrr   

CCCeeennnttteeerrr   

   
Pounding a Nail! 

Easy? 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

A new TV personality in 

the making. 
 

 

Machinists are strong and hard 

workers. 

 

CPR can save an animal’s life, 

too. 
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SSSccchhheeeddduuullliiinnnggg      
AAArrriiiaaannnnnnaaa   HHHuuurrrttt   aaadddooo,,,   WWWyyyaaatttttt   DDDeeecccaaannnttteeerrr,,,   TTTyyyllleeerrr   HHHuuunnnttteeerrr   

 

After interviewing Mrs. Orchard about scheduling 

for next year, we realized that she has a lot of help 

from the principals and teachers when she schedules 

1000 students. We asked her what would be different 

from this year’s schedule to next year’s, she said that 

there will be no beginning band for 

7th grade. She also mentioned 

that there will be more 7th grade teachers because of the 

amount of 6th graders coming up next year. Mrs. Orchard 

said her goal for schedules is to be done is by the end of 

June. She also said that it is a “photo finish” and that they 

are actually finalized at last second. Students won’t receive schedules until they 

register for school next August. 
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PPPeeeooopppllleee   YYYooouuu   SSShhhooouuulllddd   KKKnnnooowww   

   

TTThhheee   WWWooonnndddeeerrrfffuuulll   MMMrrrsss...   BBBuuuhhhaaa   
SSSaaabbbrrriiinnnaaa   DDDeeennnnnniii   

   

As most of you know, Mrs. Buha has been an 8th grade teacher at HMS for 

many years, but will not tell us how many years exactly! Mrs. Buha would love to 

give a special thanks to her high school teacher Mrs. Roberts for inspiring her to 

teach, and I am most certainly sure that the principals and other staff are quite 

thankful for Mrs. Roberts inspiring Mrs. Buha to become a teacher. I recently 

asked a few of Mrs. Buha’s recent students to give a brief description of what 

she is like as a teacher. The words that were used to describe her were 

“absolutely amazing” and “amazing teaching ability”. Hopefully, Mrs. Buha stays 

with us for many years to come!! 

 
 

MMMrrrsss...   MMMooorrriiinnn   
RRRyyyllliiieee   FFFuuunnnkkkeee   

   
Mrs. Morin has been teaching 31 years and has seen many changes over 

those years. The two things she feels have changed the most are how students 

are evaluated and the curriculum. What she misses the most about the “old days” 

is there was less technology and no one had to make-up snow days. 

 

 

MMMrrrsss...   DDDuuudddaaa 

TTTaaarrraaa   SSSmmmiiittthhh,,,   TTTooonnnyyy   RRRiiivvveeerrraaa,,,   &&&   JJJooorrrdddaaannn   SSShhhooooookkk   
 

 Mrs. Duda, our school library secretary, is back. We sat down to welcome 

her back and ask her a few questions. We asked her how it felt to be back. She 

said she was very happy to be back and it felt great to see the kids. Then we 

asked her what she missed the most. Her answer was, “You, guys, the students.” 

And finally we asked her what her favorite thing was about working at HMS. She 

said she liked working in the media center with Mrs. Ellenberger. It is busy in the 

library. 
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TTTeeeaaammm   LLLeeeaaaddd///SSStttuuudddeeennnttt   CCCooouuunnnccciiilll–––   BBBeeeyyyooonnnddd   BBBooouuunnndddaaarrriiieeesss   
DDDeeessstttaaa   BBBiiilllyyy   aaannnddd   NNNiiiccckkk   MMMeeessssssmmmeeerrr   

 

 

Team Lead is a unique group of students who aspire to be leaders and to 

help the school and community. Students apply to be members and are selected 

based on the application and school history. Members not only lead people in 

HMS, they help make Hobart better by being leaders. The group, along with the 

student council attended Beyond Boundaries in Valparaiso, a course that helps 

improve team building, leadership development, trust building, and so much more. 

Team Lead is so important to HMS because it takes students who have leadership 

skills and sharpens them to help the community. Beyond Boundaries was an 

amazing experience for everyone who went.  

Team Lead students attending were Amber Anderson, Arianna Bell, Gia 

Beller, Aubrey Butterfield, Gabe Camacho, Chyeann Canter, Gabby Cottrell, 

Hannah Coundiff, Marina Djankovich, Sydney Ellis, Madison Gerke, Bradley Goben, 

Hailey Holder, Thomas Howard, Jaclynn Janovsky, Aliyah King, MacKenzie 

MacRoberts, Kylie Martin, Dylan Nowak, Natalie Otero, Jalynn Perez, Leila 

Rodriguez, Josh Sebates, Trinity Salinas, Inshallah Sheriff, Faith Spencer, 

Madison Stefans, Sariah Taylor, Erika Udoltz, Avery Vanderberg, and Kai Victor. 

Student Council members attending were DiBianca Banham, Sydney 

Butterfield, Sergio Eliacin, Benny Guevara, Noelani Howland, Samantha Hardwick, 
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Cynthia Alcala, Destiny Babilonia, Bailey Bristley, MacKenzie Burton, Amani 

Corral, Emily Johnson, Lillian Jones, Madison Kobitka, Luz Martinez, Insidia 

Rivera, Brittany Rodgers, and Ashley Rodgers.   

At the end of the day, Mrs. Albertin’s observation…”We had a fantastic day 

today! We were so proud of our students and they truly enjoyed their day. When 

we arrived at 

the location, 

the students 

were concerned 

it was too hard. 

When we 

boarded the 

bus to go home 

the students 

were cheering 

for the Hobart 

Brickies, the 

Team Lead 

group, Student Council, and they even 

cheered for the bus driver. The couldn't 

contain their excitement of how positively 

empowered they felt. I feel like we will 

never really see the positive ripple that 

things like this trip have on our young 

leaders!” 
 

NNNaaatttuuurrraaalll   HHHeeelllpppeeerrrsss   
Bridget Cockrell & Adam Janik 

 

Natural Helpers are students from 

the 7th and 8th grade who are selected by 

their peers as someone they can talk to 

when they have a problem or concern. The team leaders of Natural Helpers then 

choose the students selected by the most students to invite to join the 

organization. Once selected, the students go to Camp Tecumseh where they 

perform tasks to help others in different, “set-up” situations. These activities 

help determine if a student is really a Natural Helper. 
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SSStttuuudddeeennnttt   CCCooouuunnnccciiilll   HHHaaasss   AAAmmmaaazzziiinnnggg   YYYeeeaaarrr   GGGiiivvviiinnnggg   BBBaaaccckkk   tttooo   ttthhheee   

CCCooommmmmmuuunnniiitttyyy   
MMMrrrsss...   AAAlllbbbeeerrrtttiiinnn 

 

This year student council charged itself with the challenge of 

giving back to the community. We started the year off with a Susan 

G. Komen breast cancer awareness t-shirt fundraiser. At the 

end of the month of October, many Brickie staff and students were 

proud to wear their bright “Real Brickies wear pink” t-shirts. 

This service raised $1,500 to donate towards breast cancer 

research to help find a cure for a disease that affects so many of our Brickie 

women. 

As the year continued, Typhoon Haiyan came and went, leaving thousands 

with tragedy. Student council stepped up 

to the challenge again and held a building 

wide penny drive. Sixth graders won the 

challenge (even beating out the teachers) 

and earned themselves a sucker from 

student council for helping to make a 

difference in someone’s life across  the 

globe. The penny wars ended up raising 

over $350 to send to Save the Children 

organization to help the victims of Typhoon Haiyan in the Philippines. 

Finally, students, staff, and community members all enjoyed the Hobart 

teachers reigning in victory once more over the Hobart police 

department - at the American Heart Association’s Hoops for 

Heart event. Students and staff supported the American 

Heart Association by purchasing red shirts. The day of the 

game, the gym was packed with participants wearing their 

“red out” AHA shirts. Attendance to this event allowed a 

chance to win door prizes, gas gift cards for teachers, and 

also incorporated other clubs and groups within the HMS community. Wolfkins, 

Cakes for Causes, Team Lead, and the HMS band helped make the event 

especially memorable and represented a united Brickie effort to help the 

American Heart Association. This event raised over $1,500 to donate to the 

American Heart Association. All in all, throughout the 2013-2014 school year, 

Student Council participated and provided events to both the HMS community 

and beyond to help give back a total of over $4,000!  
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NNNJJJHHHSSS   IIInnnddduuuccctttsss   NNNeeewww   MMMeeemmmbbbeeerrrsss   
 

The NJHS inducted thirty-seven new members for the 2014-

2015 school year. Inducted were eighth graders Destiny Babilonia, 

Christina Colon, Isabel Gonzales, and Amaya Hostetler. Seventh 

grade inductees were Amber Anderson, Angelina Biscone, 

Alexandra Bordowitz, Thais Carrillo, Lillian Kollross, Abigail 

Leonard, Alaiya A Melton, Zackary C Merrill, Nina B Rucinski, Holly 

L Shaginaw, and Lucas Vanwijngaarden. Sixth grade NJHS members 

are Alex Amore, Amelia W Batistatos, Troy T Brown, Madalyn E 

Buxbaum, Ryan Downs, Reilly M Dultz, Hope  E Gaetano, Abigale C Haluska, Jacob 

Hansen, Hayden J Homoky, Rebekkah L Hunter, Michael James, Evan Kara, De 

Forest Lipke, Jenna R Lis, Brandon G Marciniak, Liesl T Martin, Cassandra Morin, 

Grace N Nestich, Devin J O'Brien, Lauren Romeo, and Audree J Vann. 

 

NNNaaatttiiiooonnnaaalll   JJJuuunnniiiooorrr   HHHooonnnooorrr   SSSoooccciiieeetttyyy   
Service to the Community 

 

 Throughout the school year, NJHS students have volunteered in the 

community with almost 1000 hours of community service. Each member completes 

five hours of service each academic quarter and during the summer. As an 

organization, the NJHS sponsored food drives – Breakfast Boxes, PJ’s & Peanut 

Butter, Boxes of Brownies. Within the school setting, NJHS members 

volunteered with Credit Recovery classes, tutoring, and Istep Boost classes. They 

also graded papers and 

assisted teachers with 

classroom activities. 

 One of the favorite 

things the group does is 

visit the ELC and interacts 

with the kindergarten 

students. They read books 

to the students and create 

projects that they 

complete with the 

students during the visit.  
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Breakfast Boxes 
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NJHS Lead Conference 
 

 Several members of the 

NJHS attended the National 

Lead Conference in February. 

This conference trains student 

leaders in both the NJHS and 

Student Councils from the 

United States as well as other 

countries. Students learn how to 

be good leaders, listeners, and 

facilitators. Attending this year 

were Charles Crayton, Aleena 

Popp, Sophie Jancich, Rebecca Vicari, and Danielle Hill. 

 

Teachers vs. Students 

Basketball 2014 
 

 The Teacher/Students 

Basketball Showdown is one of the 

highlights as the school year draws 

to a close. Staff and students had 

a fantastic time…especially the 

teachers who won! 
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Yoga Pants and Leggings 
Dashiana Bingham 

 

 Over the last month of school, girls have been a little mad about the 

 banning of yoga pants and leggings. Some of us girls are saying that it’s unfair 

while others feel it is fair. Is it true that it is unfair or is it for the better good 

for us H.M.S girls. I asked a few H.M.S girls what the thought. I also asked a 

adult what they thought of the whole situation. 

    First I asked H.M.S student Novia Greenleaf what she thought. She said it was 

unfair because we should be able to express ourselves through what we wear. Is 

that true? Can we express how we feel through clothes? To get another opinion, I 

asked another H.M.S student, Angela Fesler, what they thought. She said, “If our 

parents bought them, why can’t we wear them?” 

     Then finally, I asked my homeroom teacher what she thought? Mrs. Mast said 

she agrees with the policy because sometimes they can look like tights. Some are 

so thin and tight that students wearing them look like they are walking around 

with colored nylons, not clothing meant to be worn without a skirt over it. 

 

Why Do People Cut? 
Tara Smith 

 

Why do people cut? 

For attention, No! 

But for the simple fact 

That they’ve been hurt 

And the pain just won’t 

Seem to go! 

---------------------------- 

~ Cheerleading ~ 
Merqurie Sage 

 

Happiness is found in various forms: 

For some, its music or reading. 

For others, it’s being able to perform. 

For me, however, happiness is found in 

cheerleading. 

Cheerleading is, in fact, a sport, 

A sport that I can be myself in. 

A sport that doesn’t use a field or 

court, 

But uses people's differences for 

the win. 

 

One chance. 

We stunt, 

We dance, 

We jump. 

 

My favorite part, I suppose, 

is how we all share a big dream. 

We bond, we argue, we love bows… 

But at the end of it all, we are a 

team. 
  


